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Words from the Archbishop 
 
Greetings and blessings of the Christmas Season to all Deacons, your wives and 
families, 
 
Several months ago, I mentioned that the iBreviary has a section called “My Spiritual 
Book.” 
 
It is easy to add sections of our prayers or psalms into our collection. I think it helps 
us to realize that we are not just saying words, but God uses our Morning and 
Evening prayers, etc. to speak to us in our particular struggles of a day and time. 
Sometimes I will re-read them and they do not speak to me and I realize I have 

moved on. But most often they continue to have a wisdom and power for me. Here are a few examples from the 
past year: 
 
January 4 quote from a saint reflecting on getting old in our spiritual journey: 
“We lack courage to keep a continual watch over our nature and year after year, with our thousand graces, 
multiplied resolutions, and fair promises, we run around in a circle of misery and imperfections. After a long 
time in the service of God, we come nearly to the point from whence we set out, and perhaps with even less 
ardor for penance and mortification than when we began our consecration to Him.” 
 
I find this so comforting when I go to make my New Years Resolutions for my spiritual life and I can identify 
with her! 
 
April 14:   
We must consider how to rouse each other to love and good deeds. We should not absent ourselves from the 
assembly, as some do, but encourage one another; and this all the more because you see that the Day draws 
near.  
 
August 22: 
By waiting and by calm you shall be saved, in quiet and in trust your strength lies. 
 
December 19: 
Go into darkness and sit in silence. 
 
May another year of praying the prayer of the Church lead us through the valleys and mountains of 2026. 
 
Yours in Christ,                   
 
Archbishop Murray Chatlain 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
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Words from Deacon James 

 

Dear Deacon Community, 

As we stand on the threshold of a new year, let us take a moment to 
reflect on the blessings and challenges of the past, and look forward with 
hope and faith.  
 
May 2026 bring renewed spirit, unity, and grace to our ministry and to 
each of you and your loved ones.  
 
Together, let us continue to serve with compassion and joy, supporting 
one another and those entrusted to our care. 
 
Wishing you all a year filled with peace, health, and abundant blessings.  
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Deacon Jim Frater 

 
 

Carol’s Pilgrimage 

 
Hello dear members of the Deacon Community of Manitoba, 
 
A blessed Christmas season to you all. I write this on December 26, the Feast of St. Stephen, deacon and first 
martyr of the church, patron of deacons.  
 
In October, I was blessed to go on Pilgrimage to Italy with Galaxy Travel 
owned by Melvin and Maria De Paz. Deacon John and I were there several 
years ago. That tour went to many of the same places—Rome, Assisi, 
Florence, Padua, and Venice, but this tour went to many other places.  
 
The focus was the Pilgrimage of Hope, and we were blessed to go through 
many Holy Doors for the pilgrimage year. We visited the tombs of many of the 
Church’s great saints, beginning in Padua with St. Anthony, and St. Luke. The 
next day we took the boat (in the rain) to Venice. It was cold and rained the 
whole time we were in Venice. Some people had taken rain gear, but alas, I 
had not. It was very cold, and we all got soaked.  In St. Mark’s piazza we were 
walking in ankle deep water. That did not prevent us from trekking to the 
Grand Canal, and visiting St. Mark’s Basilica, where the remains of the 
evangelist, St. Mark, lie. Amazingly no one got sick from that little adventure. 
 
 
 

Tomb of St. Anthony 
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 We then travelled on to Bologna, and visited the Shrine of St. Catherine in the 
Santuario Corpus Domini. Ste. Catherine is the patron saint of artists; her body is 
incorrupt and is sitting in a chair. I could write pages about her, but that would 
make this even longer than it is. In the afternoon we went to the Sanctuary of the 
Madonna of St. Luke containing a painting of the Madonna attributed to St. Luke. 
 
On to Assisi and St. Francis’ 
Basilica where his body is 
entombed. When we were in Assisi 
in 2017, Deacon John was the 
deacon of the Mass at St. Francis’ 
tomb. That was so very meaningful 
because at one time John had gone   

to a Franciscan friary in ‘the Boston 
states’, as they called it down home 

with the goal of becoming a Franciscan monk. Fortunately for me, 
that did not transpire.  
 
 
 
Then we walked to Ste. Clare’s Basilica, where her body is also entombed 
and is incorrupt. At Ste. Maria Maggiori we visited the tomb of St. Carlo Acutis. 
His body is on display in this tiny church, but is not incorrupt in the strict sense 
of the word. In the late afternoon we went down to the plain to the Basilica of 
Ste. Mary of the Angels where we saw the Chapel of the Transito in which St. 
Francis died during the celebration of Mass. This is where we experienced a 
terrifying storm as we were about to leave. There was a tremendous clap of 
thunder, and those who were outside came dashing back in. We waited a while 
but ended up walking to the bus, perhaps half a kilometre or more, in the rain. 
Our shoes got soaked again. Some people’s shoes hadn’t dried out from the first 
rain in Venice, and when they got home, they had to dispose of them. 
 
 
 
 
The Friday was full. We drove to Loreto and visited the Holy House of Nazareth which is inside the basilica. 
After that we drove to Lanciano, the site of the 8th century Eucharistic Miracle where a doubting priest 
experienced the consecrated host being turned into flesh and blood. Then we went to San Giovanni Rotondo, 
home of Padre Pio. 
 
The next day, Saturday, October 25, the anniversary of Deacons John, 
Murray and Conrad’s ordination, was spent exploring the new Basilica of St. 
Padre Pio, as well as the older one. I had not known a great deal about Padre 
Pio, but discovered that he had received the stigmata in September, 1918 and 
had it for half a century. His body is incorrupt, and is visited by thousands of 
people. There were probably 2000 plus people there that day.  
 
 
 
 

St. Catherine of Bologna 

Street scene in Assisi 

St. Carlo Acutis 

St. Padre Pio Basilica 
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I had a very bad fall as we were leaving the area. Thankfully I didn’t injure myself too severely, and my co-
pilgrims took care of me, icing my sprained foot, taping it, and hauling my luggage for me. My right scapular 
area was very painful, and when I got home I had an x-ray which showed I had a fractured rib. No wonder my 
side hurt so much! 
 
We drove a long distance to Salerno, and on Sunday we celebrated Mass at the tomb of St. Matthew in Salerno 
Cathedral. Streets were closed for some celebration so we had to walk to our destination. (We ate a lot of pasta 
there, but walked it off, since we had to walk a very long distance every day). We were supposed to take a boat 
ride to Amalfi, but the sea was rough, and the boats were not going. 
Instead, the bus driver recommended we visit a lovely seaside town 
called Vietri, famous for its limoncello and porcelain. We all enjoyed 
this unexpected break from touring. 
 
My musings are way too long so I am telling my story in two parts. 
Thus ends the first week of the pilgrimage, full of many adventures, 
including mishaps, and even more blessings. 
 
TO BE CONTINUED. 
 

 
 

Deacon’s Study Day 2025 
 

 

 
 

On the 15th of November, deacons, deacon candidates, and wives from across the province gathered at            
St. Charles parish in Winnipeg for our annual study day. 
 
The day began with mass and a thoughtful homily given by Deacon Michael Thibert asking us to reflect on the 
role of prayer and why God sometimes doesn’t grant the things that we pray for.  
 

Shop at Vietri 
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After having some time for coffee, hugs, and handshakes, we started an interesting day with Father Darrin Gurr. 
Father Darrin spent the majority of the day talking about the deacon’s role in liturgy. We explored the 
sacraments of baptism, marriage, funerals, and the Sunday Celebration of the Word with the distribution of 
Holy Communion. We also talked about eucharistic adoration.  
 
Along the way we discussed the theology of the diaconate, and many different teachings of the church.       
Father Darrin had also brought a book for us called How Not to Say Mass that is a good guide for reflection on 
the present practices in our parishes.  
 
The day ended with a discussion of the present state of the diaconate and different possibilities for the future.  
 
It was a great and valuable opportunity for us to gather in prayer, in learning, and in discussion. Father Darrin 
was a great guide for the day, and I can say it was worth the 1400 km drive. :) 
 
 
 
Deacon Clarence Fisher 
Our Lady of the Snows Parish 
Archdiocese of Keewatin-Le Pas 
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Suggestions or comments: 

Please do let us know how to do better with the newsletter through email: fraterjim218@gmail.com or 
michaelmartincordova@yahoo.com  


