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Catholic Centre for Social Justice

LIFE AND DIGNITY FOR ALL
Social Justice Conference Nov. 26-27

M

ore than 200 people gathered to participate in a social justice conference
at St. Paul’s High School in Winnipeg Nov.
26 and 27. Of that number, 138 were Grade
11 and 12 students. The intergenerational
conference was entitled, The Life and Dignity of the Human Person.
It opened with the proclamation of the creation story: “and God saw that is was very
good”
In very different ways, Jerry Goebel and
Archbishop James Weisgerber challenged
the participants to live a life of witness, to do
what we believe.
The workshops included one on aging in
which Teresa Campbell and Barbara van der
Vis pointed out that asking the elderly what
they needed was a way to honour their dignity and Kevin Bissell and Kevin Bruce spoke
about aboriginal culture that was quite alien
to most people in attendance and invited
participants to become aware of some of the
things important to aboriginal youth. Seeing an eagle in ﬂight was considered a good
omen and moose and deer hunting were activities of choice.
Phil Chiappetta, co-director of Rossbrook
House, a safe place that is an alternative to
gangs, spoke about the culture of violence
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From left, committee member Michele Garlinski, Archbishop Weisgerber and Sr. Johanna
Jonker, coordinator at Micah House, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s Catholic Centre for Social Justice.

and how young people were pulled into gang
life. Kathy Downs a community development worker, spoke of how the community
in which she worked marched together to
counter the fear induced by a shooting death
in the neighbourhood. The last workshop
was presented by Bonnie Snow from Adoption Option.
Each workshop focused on the issue of life
and dignity. It was well worth attending. In
this time of Advent, the seeds planted at the
conference may begin new growth.
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We can do Something
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The Jubilee Fund

ongratulations are in order to the Jubilee Fund, a non-proﬁt organization
that grew out of the collaboration of like
minded people who formed an ecumenical
group with a dream of establishing a fund
in the year of jubilee.
The Jubilee Fund provides loan guarantees and bridge ﬁnancing to community
development initiatives in Manitoba that
are unable to access ﬁnancing from traditional ﬁnancial institutions.
This year the Jubilee Fund has been designated as a Recommended Charity by
Charity Intelligence Canada because of its
mission, the efﬁciency with which the fund
is administered and the volunteer base in-
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volved. The Jubilee Fund was one of 204
charities that were so designated.
This is a good organization in which to
invest your money which in turn secures
funds for groups such as daycare centres,
affordable housing and small communitybased businesses. The return on your investment will not be large in dollars but it
is huge in community development. That
indeed is a wonderful return on your investment.

SMA International Day ‘Thanks be to God’
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Human Trafﬁcking, And Why It’s So Important
To Get More Youths Involved in Prevention

uman trafﬁcking and
its consequences are
not only far away and other peoples problem! It is a
problem in our daily lives
and happens right here in
Winnipeg and in almost every other city in the world.
Before combating human
trafﬁcking it is necessary to
have a closer look at the definition of human trafﬁcking.
The United Nations gives
the following deﬁnition:
“The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons,
by means of a threat or
use of force or other forms
of coercion, of abduction,
of fraud, of deception, of
the
abuse of power or of
a position of vulnerability
or of the giving or receiving of payments or beneﬁts
to achieve the consent of a
person having control over
another person, for the purpose of exploitation.”
The three most important
things about this deﬁnition

are: the description of the
act of trafﬁcking, the different ways of trafﬁcking and
the purpose of exploitation.
Most trafﬁcked persons are
doomed to forced labour or
sexual services, sometimes
for ridiculously low pay but
usually for no pay at all.
The main sectors where
victims of trafﬁcking can be
found are commercial sex or
prostitution, domestic caregiving, sweatshop factories,
construction or farming.
This is a nightmare happening all around us everyday.
Each year about 800 people
are trafﬁcked into Canada
and between 1,500 and
2,000 are trafﬁcked through
Canada to the United States.
The number of trafﬁcked
human beings in Canada is
increasing rapidly and has
to be stopped!
Because young people are
the victims of human trafﬁcking it is very important
to get young people involved in the ﬁght against

it. Unfortunately it is often
the case that teens will tell
their friends more than they
tell their parents. Friends
should raise the alarm if
they detect something suspicious. Young people must
be aware of human trafﬁcking so they can react quickly
if necessary.
Do you want to be a part
of combating this evil? Become a founding member
of an organization that does
exactly that. Spread the
word amongst your peers,
sign up and prevent trafﬁcking in our neighbourhoods.
Do something instead of
watching! Anything is better than doing nothing. I am
sure together we can help!
Our next newsletter will
provide a more in-depth
look at this reality.
For registration or further
information contact:
Maximilian Werner
Phone: (204) 589-5393
E-mail:
sjustice@mymts.net

