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The brotherhood of priests in the Archdio-
cese of Winnipeg grew by 
two May 22 at St. Maryôs 
Cathedral, as the Most 
Reverend Richard Gagnon 
presided at his first Ordi-
nations to the Ministerial 
Priesthood since becom-
ing Archbishop of Winni-
peg in January. 
Two men entered the 
cathedral as deacons that 
evening but following the 
laying on of hands by the 
archbishop and concel-
ebrating priests, the prayer 
of Consecration, the 
anointing with sacred Oil 
of Chrism, and all the at-
tendant steps in the Rite of 
Ordination, they emerged 
as Rev. Fr. Patrick Neufeld 
and Rev. Fr. Kelly Wilson.
Gagnon said Neufeld and 
Wilson chose the evenings 
readings, from Acts and 1 
Peter, ñas a means of re-
flection on the vocation 
to which they have been 
called, the priestly minis-
try to serve the people of 
God.ò
ñOur faith, from the be-
ginning, sees those who 
inherit the apostolic tradi-
tion through the laying on 
of hands, namely the bish-
ops, priests and deacons, as 
charged to be witnesses so 
as to preach to the people 
that Jesus is the Christ. 
This calling through the 

laying on of hands occurs 
within the people of God to 
enliven them as the priest-
hood of the baptized and 
call all the nations to know 
the Lord,ò the archbishop 
said.
Many family members 
and friends of both the new 
priests were in attendance. 
The gifts for the eucharist 
were carried by Wilsonôs 
parents, Kate and Kerry 
Wilson, and by Neufeldôs 
friends, David and Tracy 
Devine.
Both men completed their 
seminary studies at Sacred 
Heart School of Theology 
in Hales Corners, Wiscon-
sin, a suburb of Milwaukee, 
which has been attended by 
a number of priests cur-
rently serving in the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg. 
At the conclusion of the 
ordinations, the new priests 
spoke to the assembly with 
Fr. Neufeld thanking all for 
their prayers. ñSo many 
have done so much,ò he 
said. He recalled the many 
mass celebrations he has 
been part of at the cathedral 
since coming to Winnipeg in 
1987, and offered a special 
thanks to those at St. Paul 
the Apostle Church in Win-
nipeg where he served as an 
intern last summer. For the 
Investiture with Stole and 
Chasuble, Fr. Neufeld was 
vested by Fr. Jose Eduardo 

Medeiros, pastor of St. Paul 
the Apostle.
Neufeld grew up in Fort 
St. John, in northeast Brit-
ish Columbia. He began 
post secondary studies in 
mathematics at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia in 
Vancouver, later pursuing 
his interest in graphic arts, 
which he continued when 
he moved to Winnipeg and 
up until he entered the sem-
inary at Sacred Heart. 
Rev. Neufeld has been ap-
pointed Parochial Vicar of 

St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Parish in Brandon and St. 
Maryôs Parish in Souris ef-
fective July 1.
Fr. Wilson thanked all 
for attending, especially 
considering the option of 
a Lady Gaga concert hap-
pening a few streets away. 
He said without the support 
and guidance of many, he 
wasnôt sure where he might 
be. ñMaybe at the concert,ò 
he joked. He made special 
mention of Fr. Gerry Mc-
Dougall, S.J., pastor of St. 

Ignatius Church in Winni-
peg where Wilson spent a 
year as an intern, and Rev. 
Lynn Granke, manager of 
spiritual care at Victoria 
General Hospital in Winni-
peg, for their guidance dur-
ing his discernment. For the 
Investiture with Stole and 
Chasuble, Fr. Wilson was 
vested by Fr. McDougall.
Wilson grew up in 
Oakville, Man., and was 
a parishioner at St. Johnôs 
Roman Catholic Church, 
and later Good Shepherd 
Parish, both in Portage la 

Prairie, Man. He began 
post-secondary studies at 
Providence College in Ot-
terburne, Man. and later 
the University of Leth-
bridge (Alta.). He began as 
a seminarian at St. Josephôs 
Seminary and Newman 
Theological College in 
Edmonton, later interning 
at St. Ignatius Church and 
completing his formation 
at Sacred Heart. 
Rev. Wilson has been ap-
pointed Parochial Vicar of 
St. Vital Parish in Winnipeg 
effective July 1.
ñDear Brothers,ò said 
Gagnon, ñyou have suc-
cessfully completed your 
seminary formation and 
have performed your min-
istry as deacons well. Now 
more than ever you must 
remain in Christ and, like 
Peter, place yourselves in 
humilty and openness be-
fore our saviour, watching, 
learning and praying for 
grace, truth, guidance and 
support. It is your life of 
prayer that will root you 
deeply in your vocation as 
a priest. And as Jesus re-
minds us in the Gospel of 
John, after he had washed 
the feet of the apostles at 
the last supper, ñAs the 
father has loved me, so I 
have loved you; abide in 
my love.ò

Contributed by 
James Buchok

Archdiocese Celebrates Ordinations to the Priesthood

The Chrism Mass is ñone which recognizes the 
college of presbyters gath-
ered around their bishop,ò 
said Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon as he presided at 
the annual celebration, also 
known as Mass of the Oils, 
April 14 at Winnipegôs St. 
Maryôs Cathedral. 
ñTonight,ò the archbishop 
said, ñthe church reflects on 
the brotherhood and frater-
nity of priests and the part 
they play in the service of the 
Good News.ò
It is at this mass that the 
bishop, or in this case arch-
bishop, blesses three oils to 
be used in the administration 
of sacraments at the churches 
throughout the archdiocese 
for the coming year.
The Oil of Catechumens is 
used to anoint those called in 
the sacrament of baptism. The 
Oil of Chrism is used in bap-

tism, confirmation and holy 
orders. The Oil of the Infirm 
is used in the sacrament of the 
anointing of the sick.
Because the bishop is the 
only minister in the diocese 
who may consecrate chrism, 
this mass highlights his min-
istry and the union of the 
churches of the archdiocese 
with him. He will not baptize 
and confirm everyone in the 
parishes of the archdiocese, 
but he will symbolically be 
present in the chrism which 
the priests and deacons will 
use.
Quoting from the eveningôs 
reading of the Prophet Isaiah, 
Gagnon reminded the faith-
ful that ñGod will comfort 
all who mourn with the oil of 
joy.ò 
The archbishop spoke of 
the upcoming 100th anni-
versary of the creation of the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg in 

December, 2015. ñIt has been 
100 years of faith, of a people 
in communion with God and 
with each other.ò Gagnon said 
a great theme of the Second 
Vatican Council was ñchurch 

as communion,ò a concept 
which, he said, ñshould be 
familiar to us in the Arch-
diocese of Winnipeg,ò since 
Community Building is the 
current and final phase of 

the ten-year pastoral plan set 
out by Archbishop James 
Weisgerber in his 2005 letter 
Pastoral Vision, Building A 
Church of Communion. The 
vision focused on four priori-

ties which began with liturgy, 
education and stewardship. 
The mass also included a 
renewal of commitments to 
priestly service by the priests 
of the archdiocese. The priests 
renewed their promises of 
prayer, obedience and celi-
bacy and recommitted them-
selves to the Lordôs service. 
The archbishop received 
their promises, and reminded 
them of their responsibilities.
ñBuilding community,ò 
Gagnon said, ñreflects the 
desire to restore the com-
munion and collegiality that 
should exist between bish-
ops and priests and deacons. 
This Chrism Mass recalls 
that close connection but 
also the idea that the bishop 
with his priests forms a col-
lege, a council.ò
The archbishop touched on 
the subject of vocations to 

Wayne Gutscher, right, from St. F®lix de Valois Church in Dunrea, Man., is 
among church representatives from across the archdiocese to receive the 
sanctified oils from Archbishop Richard Gagnon at the Chrism Mass April 14.

Chrism Mass celebrated with view to archdioceseôs 100th year 

The two newly ordained priests, Rev. Kelly Wilson (left) and Rev. Patrick 
Neufeld (right) with Archbishop Richard Gagnon.
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Follow Archbishop Richard Gagnonõs 
travels in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 

and beyond on the

on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website 
www.archwinnipeg.ca
A few past blogs:

Archbishop Richard Gagnon 
announces the following 
Ordinations to the

Transitional Diaconate

Christopher Dubois 
will be Ordained 
on Thursday,
July 24, 2014 at 
St. Augustine of 
Canterbury Parish 
in Brandon at 7:30 pm.

Peter Nemcek 
will be Ordained 
on Friday, 

July 25, 2014 at 
Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Parish in 
Winnipeg at 7:30 pm.

Please announce these Ordinations 
in your parish bulletins. All are welcome.

At Ebb and Flow 
in the Parkland 
Deanery in April.

The Rite of Election,
March 9, 
St. Maryõs Cathedral,
Winnipeg

Conþrmations at
Ste-Rose-de-Lima 

Church at 
Ste-Rose-du-Lac, 

Manitoba,  
May 18.




